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TCNS Celebrates Play
children to integrate multiple
modes of learning into their
experience. Play allows children
to practice skills in context and
integrate new skills
meaningfully into their daily
lives.

With increased focus on
curriculum and rigorous
academic standards, early child
educators are wondering where
“play” fits into the new
paradigm. Adults fondly
remember youthful days spent
away from strict supervision of
parents, free to determine the
direction of each day while
getting messy, making up their
own rules, and bringing dreams
to reality. In today’s world of
testing and re-testing, how
can we quantify and show
the value of play?
Those familiar with the early
childhood environment know
the numerous opportunities for
growth that play provides to
young children in so many areas;
physical, cognitive, language,
and social-emotional
development. One of the most
valuable aspects of the play
environment is that it allows

Research shows that latent
intelligence and talent are
less often predictors of
future success than
curiosity, perseverance,
self-regulation and other
executive-function skills processing information,
planning, avoiding distraction.
Included in a list of predictors
of entrepreneurial success are
traits such as creative and
positive thinking, fluid
intelligence and agreeableness.
Play oﬀers countless
opportunities to practice these
skills. As I’ve listened to a group
of children in the midst of play,
I’ve often wondered if as much
eﬀort goes into United Nations
negotiations. Many of the same
skills used by a group of
children to build a train track
are also used by a team of
engineers building a bridge.
In a play store, children must
determine who runs the store?
What does the store sell? Is it
possible to have two owners?
Who sets the prices and who
runs the cash register? In these
situations children will use all
their skills to make play
meaningful including writing

signs and counting change. A
child who comfortably
participates in dramatic play is
well-prepared to face most any
problem.

As parents, teachers, and
community members, we must
make sure our children are
aﬀorded multiple opportunities
to practice their social and
negotiation skills. I often hear
Kindergarten described as the
new first grade. If that’s the
case, then where are our
children supposed to learn the
invaluable skills that used to be
the foundation of Kindergarten;
sharing, taking turns, how to
make friends, colors, shapes,
basic letter and numbers? As
with many things, children don’t
automatically master these skills
without practice. At TCNS, we
value and encourage play
opportunities, embedding our
academic learning within the
meaningful context of our
student’s play.
-Deb Austic
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Field Trips &
Family Fun
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Play at TCNS
At TCNS we spend much of our day immersed in play.
Each morning, we observe wonderful, creative play happening all around us. Some highlights:

A
group of children are
racing cars down a track. It’s

hard to keep track of which
cars are winning so they decide to keep a list. The children give each car a number
and write their names on the
list. The teacher shows them
how to make a tally mark
each time their car wins.
We enjoyed many field trips in
our community! Thank you to the
businesses who hosted our classes
this year. We appreciate all the
wonderful opportunities you provided for our children.
Field Trips: Juniper Manor Halloween Parade, Hike to Taughannock
Fa#s (Fa# & Spring), Corne# Orchards The Good Life Farm Trumansburg Fire Station Trumansburg
Elementary
One of the best things about our
cooperative nursery school is all
of our family activities. This year
we enjoyed a Kindergarten readiness presentation, Special Person’s Night, Sibling Night, family
dessert social, fall family picnic,
and monthly parent discussions.

T

wo children are playing
with soapy water in the sensory table. One child oﬀers
water to the other, “I’m selling water, do you want some?”
The other child
insists, “No, I’m
selling water!”
“We can both sell
water!” exclaims
the first child.

A
group of
children are digging holes and
filling them with
water to make
‘lakes.’ They are
using shovels and
progress is slow.
Another child
oﬀers to help by
getting water in a
bucket. A number of children bring half-filled buckets,
but they are heavy. The children then realize they can
carry the bucket in a toy dump truck, making the work
go much faster.

Halloween
I’m going to be Elmo. I’m going to go trick or treating with mommy and daddy
and Theo. We get candy! You get to bring it home. I’m going to get three candies
and mommy’s going to get four and daddy’s going to get five. Theo can’t have
candy yet because he’s too little. You can’t eat candy all the time ‘cause you’ll get
sick. I don’t want to get sick. -Eva
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TCNS Supporters
Thank you for your generous donations to our school. Your gifts help
us continue to oﬀer quality Nursery
School programming, provide children with Scholarships, and keep
our dream for the Trumansburg
Children’s Center moving forward.
As you contemplate your annual
charitable gifts, please consider donating to TCNS. You may make your
tax-deductible donation online at
www.tcns.info.
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A Winter
Morning
It was my day to be the
parent teacher helper. I sat
at a low table handing out
wires with one end twisted
in an ‘o’, kids hunkered
around me. My job was to
fasten the wires around their
wrists when they were done
beading. Behind me, the sensory
table, filled with soapy water today,
was also doing a brisk business. Two girls appeared,
one wearing a veil.
“I’m getting married! Here is your invitation.” She
pressed an envelope into my hand.
“On a boat! Her friend said. “She’s getting married on
a BOAT!” They hustled oﬀ to tell the other teachers.
I fastened a beaded wire for a little boy with freckles.
“I’m going to be driving the boat,” he told me. He
dashed oﬀ a quick painting on his way out of the
room. I wrote his name in the corner and hung it on
the line to dry.
As the morning wore on, a fire broke out and firefighters were needed. A busy veterinarian helped a
sick kitty and an iguana who said he thought he was
running a fever. A mommy and daddy cooked dinner
in their kitchen, and everyone worked feverishly at
the writing center making cards for the wedding. We
all washed our hands.
In just a few rooms in a church basement so very
much can happen on a winter morning. I wore my
bracelet home.
-Mariah Plumlee http://theplumlots.com/

My Unicorn
When I was going up a cliﬀ then I fell down and broke my leg. My
unicorn throwed a rope down to help me up. Then I went to the
doctor’s. Then a kitty saw my unicorn. It was a cliﬀ kitty. Then I
climbed on my unicorn’s back quickly. Then my unicorn ran away
with me on it. I held onto his horn because it was strong and it
would never break. Then the cliﬀ kitty bit the unicorn’s leg. Then
the unicorn had to go to the unicorn doctor. Then my unicorn ran.
But she didn’t feel better. -McKenna
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Director’s Corner!
We had a wonderful, busy year last
year. Our classes were filled with
boys. This might make some
teachers groan, but we welcomed
the challenge. Our students were
intelligent, inquisitive, and eager
to make the most of the
classroom experience. Their
collective knowledge of the
natural world oﬀered great
opportunities for in-depth
exploration of animals, science,
and the outdoor world.
We’re fortunate to have a large
percentage of older and returning
students in our classes this fall.
We’re gratified that families and
students feel confident returning
to us for an additional year before
Kindergarten. Our teachers are
looking forward to the challenge
of providing stimulating learning
experiences for this group of four

and a half and five year olds. We
anticipate a year full of active
learning and plan to make use of
training we received at the
NAEYC conference and local
enrichment programs.
We work hard to provide a
balanced program oﬀering
children opportunities to learn in
mixture of structured activities
and open-ended play. Our
greatest hope is that each child
will leave TCNS feeling
successful in the classroom
environment and excited about
school.
A special thanks to Cori Vogel for
service on our board of trustees
and to Mary Proctor for her years
as our bookkeeper. We’re grateful
for their many eﬀorts.
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