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Preschool STEAM —Let them play! 

Preschool children are natural sci-
entists.  They instinctively meet the 
world with an open mind that not 
only seeks to understand ‘why’, but 
finds joy in the exploration. The 
challenge for us as teachers, par-
ents, and caregivers is to find a 
way to support their natural urge 
for investigation and exploration, 
while satisfying our adult need for 
order and organization.  We can 
strike a balance by creating a 
classroom environment that offers 
a variety of materials and venues 
for exploration.  It’s also important 
to pause at critical moments and 
try to view the world with the open 
mind of a child who finds the 
chance to investigate around every 
turn.   
 
If we want to raise children to be-
come independent thinkers and 
future problem solvers, we need to 
provide them with opportunities to 
practice those developing 
skills.  The play-based classroom 
provides numerous opportunities 
for experimentation.  Our sensory 
table holds a rotating supply of in-
teresting materials for discovery, 
promoting math and science skills 
through measuring, comparing, 
constructing.  The block area offers 
an early training ground for geome-
try and physics; examples of force, 
gravity and inertia. Even play 

dough and paints can become a 
platform for learning about the 
properties of matter, density and 
light.  Every corner of the class-
room provides the opportunity to 
experiment and learn about the 
physical properties of our 
world.  Play is the penultimate ex-
pression of self-directed experi-
mentation. 
 
In addition to a fertile environment 

for exploration, children need the 
freedom to control their own exper-
iments.  As much as possible we 
can refrain from interfering with 
their investigations or controlling 
their ‘mess’.  This doesn’t mean 
adults should be completely hands-
off.  Children still need our guid-
ance and we should find a way to 
support everyone’s needs.  We can 
lead by example and help children 
engage in the scientific process -- 
observe, hypothesize, and experi-
ment.  Every time we can replace 
‘no’ with ‘show me’, we encourage 
a child’s curiosity and budding sci-
entific awareness.   The next time 
you’re in a hurry and the urge to 
explore a mud puddle strikes a 
child, take a moment to join their 
observation.  It’s easy to support 
children’s natural penchant for in-
vestigation. 
 
A beading activity regularly availa-
ble to practice fine motor coordina-
tion is frequently used to explore 
gravity and sound by children fasci-

nated with pour-
ing beads from 
one container to 
another.  Children spend as much 
time pouring sand on the floor as 
into the sensory table -- they can-
not stop themselves.  Does sand 
fall on the floor differently than it 
does into the sensory table?  One 
can’t be sure without testing 
it.  Anyone familiar with the scien-
tific method knows that an experi-
ment must be performed multiple 
times before any conclusion can be 
reached.  That’s a lot of sand on 
the floor before you discover that 
gravity is predictable.  As a teach-
er, it means taking an extra breath 
before intervening, and offering the 
dustpan to clean up the experi-
ment.    
 
We must remember that scientific 
advancement comes from a unique 
combination of relentless experi-
mentation 
and flashes of 
inspiration; 
the inspiration 
to try a 
unique pro-
cess or com-
bination of 
materials and 
the relentless 
determination 
to try again 
and 
again.  It’s true that our students 
need to understand the scientific 
process and gain the skills and 
knowledge needed to prepare 
them for the future.  I’m not con-
vinced the attempt to codify this 
process into discretely taught cur-
riculum standards has achieved 
this.  Our goals should be high-
er.  We can encourage our children 
to become creative thinkers; the 
out-of-the-box kind of explorers 
who will find solutions for environ-
mental devastation, poverty, star-
vation, and disease. 
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Alumni Award 

Jessica Proctor 

 My time at TCNS was incredibly memo-
rable.  I remember playing dress up with my 
peers, painting and playing on the playground, 
and even going on the best field trip four-year 
old me could imagine… my own house!  Still, I 
believe the most impactful experience of TCNS 
was not the games we played, the songs we 
sang, or the places we visited.  It was the rela-
tionships I was able to form.     

 I had lots of playmates in the TCNS pro-
gram.  Many of whom joined me at Trumans-
burg for their later education.  I was a fairly shy 
kid so going into kindergarten knowing people 
and already having friends really allowed me to 
thrive.  The comfort urged me to open up to 
strangers in my class and overall morphed my 
character into a more outgoing individual. 

 Three of my closest friends, Zoe Lincoln, 
Olivia Murray, and Danielle Hunt, are now 
seniors beside me at Trumansburg.  However, 
as we grew our friend circles expanded and we 
drifted apart.  Still, we shoot each other smiles 
in the halls and catch up occasionally through 
clubs and events. 

 Even if I am no longer “best friends” 
with these girls, there is something special in 
being able to say you grew up with some-
one.  We were beside each other learning and 
struggling for over 10 years and I am proud to 
have been so directly involved in their lives.  I 
know that as I move on to college I have both 
them and TCNS to thank for teaching me 
friendship and helping me to develop to the 
person I am today. 

Jessica is currently  attending Tompkins Cor-
tand Community College. 

The Alumni Award is presented to a 

graduating senior who is a an alumni of 

TCNS and displays the traits promoted 

at TCNS; friendship, cooperation and 

enthusiasm for learning. 

Our Stories 
Once upon a time I saw a chick 
and it hatched out of an 
egg.  They laid hard boiled eggs 
and cooked them into flat eggs 
they could eat.  They ate it.  But 
they really didn’t eat it.  A witch 
ate it and put it in her stew.  He 
ate the chick.  The chick 
died.  The mommy slapped the 

witch on the cheek and the witch spit the chick 
out.  The mommy went to the blood doctor and he 
put him back together again.  He got up and 
hugged his momma.  — Evie  

About growing flowers:  You 
put a seed in dirt.  Then it 
grows to a little sprout.  And 
then it grows to a little flow-
er.  And you pick it and bring it 
to your mommy. — Nika 

It took me and Daddy a while to figure out the 
campfire.  It didn’t burn by wood.  It burned 
by leaves.  The camping was close to cows.  We 
ate pasta.  We used the cooking stove fire and 

the huge fire.  We slept in 
our tent.  A funny thing 
happened with sun.  It 
went down on one side 
and up on the other 
side.  The next morning 
we picked up.  I brought 
my school backpack and 

Daddy brought his humungo camping back-
pack.  I slept pretty well because it was so 
warm but woke up a couple of times because I 
didn’t know what happened.  It was a great 
trip! — Silas 

My dog licked me this 
morning when I was watch-
ing TV.  She was laying 
down and I gave her a kiss 
on the cheek.  Then Gracie 
got back on the 
couch.  Lizzy and Gracie 
got together and then they 
snuggled me. — Olivia 
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Family Fun & Field Trips 

Taughannock Falls State Park *  Bel Canto Farm * Trumansburg Fire De-

partment * TCNS Graduation Ceremony * Family Dish to pass * Special 

Person’s Night * Sibling Night * Dessert Social  

L ast summer while I was working at 
the TCNS summer camp Ms. Barb and some 
of the kids had decided that there were 
fairies that lived at camp (I’m not really sure 
how the whole thing started).  

The kids built a house for the fairies 
to live in to see if they could catch a glance 
of a real live fairy. Now you would think that 
all kids would love to see a fairy, and 99% of 
them did, but not Carlee. Oh no, she was ter-
rified that the fairies were coming and that 
they would get her.  

And it didn’t help with all the kids 
running around screaming about the upcom-
ing arrival of the fairies. The teachers (Ms. 
Deb and Ms. Barb) and myself tried to calm 
her down, but she still was scared. 

Carlee decided to hide from the fair-
ies in a in a giant cardboard box. And I went 
in with her. I tried telling her that fairies 
weren’t real, to which Carlee replied “how do 
you know?” and I said “well, have you ever 
seen one”? But she stumped me by replying 
with “but Santa Claus is real and nobody ever 
sees him”. 

After a good fifteen minutes Carlee 
had calmed down enough to come out of the 
box. I played with her until she felt better, 
which wasn’t very long.  If only everyone 
could recover as fast as four-year-olds! 

— Audrey Holcomb 

Child-Directed Teaching: What 

does it look like? 

A fall art project was planned for children 

to decorate paper leaf shapes with dot 

paints.  Parents LOVE these projects -- 

they look great on the fridge.  As children 

began decorating their leaves, one child 

became fascinated with the interaction of 

the dot paints and the wet paper towel set 

out to moisten the dabbers.  This was 

clearly not the intent of the project.  We 

could have redirected her to perform the 

task as designed.  But in our play-based 

classroom, the child was allowed to contin-

ue her experimentation, carefully placing 

each dot on the paper towel with concen-

trated purpose until the surface was cov-

ered, colors bleeding into each other.  This 

child-designed activity was so engrossing 

that her intense focus inspired the other 

children at the table to find paper towels 

for themselves. 
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Thank You to Our Supporters 
Margo Alexander 

David and Janet Allen 

Austic Farms 

Patricia and Richard Austic 

Paula Austic 

Austic/Loz Family 

Cheryl Barton 

Sarah and Hayden Brainard 

Caarubia/Kennedy Family 

Matt and Torey Compton 

Jessica Confer 

Bill and Lori Coon 

Cait and Ben Darfler 

Josh Darfler 

Marlaine Darfler 

Dalrymple/Gates Family 

John and Christine Delaney 

Tim and Kate Denmark  

Jacqueline Frank 

Gemm Shop  

Judith and John Graham 

Graham/Lavine Family 

Nancy Grossman and Don 

Swanson 

Carol Grove 

Lindsay Hart 

Heads Up Salon 

Christine Ibert 

Dorrie Iaculli  

Casey Keller 

Sarah Kennedy 

Sue Kibbe 

Matt and Liz Kinast 

Ukiah and Molly Kraus 

Stephen Lamb 

Carolyn Lange  

Sue Lason 

Lois Loz 

Nicole and Phil Maguire 

Maguire Family Dealership 

Caitlin Matthewson 

Micky McKinley 

Angela McLennan 

Carol Muraca   

Pine Tree Farms 

Matthew Perkins 

Perry City Automotive 

Patricia Pizzutillo 

Vince and Jackie Puleo 

Jay Rogan 

Neil and Maureen Shallish 

Jen and Shane Sharp 

Amy Soncrainte 

John and Josephine Swanson 

Sally and Charles Sumner 

Scott Sutcliffe 

Toyota Dealer Match 

Tompkins Trust Company 

Trumansburg Dental Services 

Trumansburg Family Health 

United Way of Tompkins Co 

Nicholas Walker 

Elise Weldon 

John Wertis 

Weather Wilcox 

Yes I’d like to Donate to TCNS 

The mission of TCNS is to provide an environment to nurture the emotional, social, cognitive, and physical 

development of young children and their families. 

Mail to: TCNS, PO Box 18, Trumansburg NY 14886 

Name:___________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________ 

Email:___________________________________ 

Donation amount: ____$20  ____ $50  ____ $75  ____ $100  ____ other 

I’d like my donation to go toward: ___ scholarship  ___ development  ___ general program 
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Support TCNS 
$25 pays for 5 new library books. 

$50 buys classroom art supplies for one month. 

$100 ensures teacher training opportunities. 

$200 covers the cost of one month’s tuition and 

supplies for one child.  

$500 covers the school’s rent for one month. 

$1000 supplements the cost of one school year 

for a family in need. 

Love 

Love jumps 

Love is donuts 

Go nuts  

— Lucy 

In the 2016-17 school year: 

41 children attended TCNS 

 5 children received schol-
arships  

Parents spent over 1000  
volunteer hours in the 
classroom  
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Silent Auction donors 
Acorn Designs   Agard Farms Furniture   Austic Farms   Bam Bam 
Drums  Bellwether Cider  Buffalo Street Books  Burgevin Family  But-
tonwood Grove Vineyard  Cait Darfler  Cate Kriner  Cayuga Chiropractic  
 Cayuga Creamery  Cayuga Lumber  CeCe & Lulu  Chad Doolittle  
Cinemapolis  Coltivare  Cornell Athletics  Costello Acupuncture  
Creekside Café  Denise Melito  Denny Millspaugh  Emmy’s Organics   
Emoticakes  Felicia’s Hive  Finger Lakes Auction House  Finger Lakes 
Cider House  Finger Lakes Grassroots Festival  Finger Lakes Wine Tours 
 Frontenac Winery  Gimme Coffee  Ginny Lee Café  Good To Go   
Gothic Eves  Gunpoets  Hazelnut Kitchen  Hector Wine Co  Hilton Gar-
den Inn  Honda of Ithaca  Hosmer Winery  How Sweet It Is  Inn on Co-
lumbia  Inner Peace Floats  Italian Kitchen  Ithaca Agway  Ithaca Cof-
fee Co  Jackie Puleo  Jennifer Chorba  Jillian’s Drawers  Kate Reed   
Lakshimi Living Arts  Life’s So Sweet  Little Venice Restaurant  Loren 
Hammond  Lucas Vineyard  Maguire Family Dealerships  Mahogany 
Grill  Mama Goose  Marlaine Darfler  Maxies Supper Club  Melanie An-
drew  Moosewood Restaurant  Museum of the Earth  Myers Distillery   
Nicole Hubbell  NY Pizzeria  P&S Excavating  Paula Austic  Pescos Bar-
bershop  Piggery  Purity  Rasa Spa  Redbyrd Cider  Red Feet Wine 
Rednewt  Rob Kaplan  Rogan’s Corners  Rose & Adam Millspaugh  Sci-
encenter  Sheldrake Point  Silverline Tap Room  Star Embroidery  State 
Theater  Stonecat Café  Sundrees  Sweetland Farm  Terra Rosa  T-
burg Liquor  T-burg Rent a Flick  T-burg Shur Save  T-Fit  Transfor-

mations  Wendy Williams  Wild Apples Toys  Wrap it Up  Yumi Boshart 
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Last spring, Ithaca Neighbor-

hood Housing Services, in part-

nership with architect Claudia 

Brenner, introduced a proposal to 

the Trumansburg community: a 

mixed-income housing develop-

ment on a 19 acre parcel of land 

between South Street and Penn-

sylvania Ave.  The project would 

bring new families to the village 

and we wondered how TCNS 

could take part in growing the 

new neighborhood.   

 

We met with INHS and Claudia 

and learned not only were they 

excited by the prospect of collab-

oration, but our affiliation with 

the project would make TCNS 

eligible for Community 

Investment Funding 

from New York 

State.  A CIF grant 

would finally allow us to realize 

our dream of a dedicated building 

for TCNS.  While there are still 

many steps ahead of us in the 

process and the culmination is 

years away, we are excited for the 

opportunity to expand our pro-

grams and welcome more families 

to TCNS.   

 

We are only beginning to explore 

what our new building would 

look like, but we wish to 

add  classrooms and community 

space to allow us to expand pro-

grams for our children and fami-

lies.  The additional space could 

accommodate story time, play 

groups, drop-in care, and parent-

ing workshops, all of which will 

support our ongoing dedication to 

family engagement and connec-

tion.  We hope that by establish-

ing a permanent home for TCNS 

in the newest neighborhood in the 

village we can continue to 

demonstrate the importance of 

the “C” in Trumansburg Commu-

nity Nursery School. 

The Future Home of TCNS  

Ways YOU can support TCNS 

Our current efforts are to create a sustaining scholarship fund, so that 
any child may attend TCNS! 
 
 Do your online shopping through AmazonSmile and select TCNS as 

the recipient of the donation - ask friends and grandparents to do the 
same - www.smile.amazon.com 

 
 Motivate your friends and family to donate to TCNS during NY-

GivesDay on November 29th, 2017 - www.nygivesday.org/
organizations/trumansburg-community-nursery-school 

 
 Come to Fun with Santa on Dec 4th! Tell all of your friends 
 
 Donate directly to TCNS at www.tcns.info or designate your United Way contribution to TCNS 
 
 Mark your calendar and attend our amazing Silent Auction on Sunday March 4th, 2018 

 
Most importantly, tell your friends and family in what you love about TCNS. This is truly a community 
school and we love the support from our whole community 

I rode on a unicorn.  It was a fly-
ing unicorn.  It was a rainbow 
unicorn.  We went to Pitts-
burgh.  Brecken rode on a white 
horse that can fly. — Illy 

http://www.tcns.info/


Trumansburg community nursery school  November 2017 

 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 780 

Ithaca, NY 

Trumansburg Community Nursery School 

Main Street, PO Box 18 

Trumansburg, NY 14886 

(607) 387-5235 

 

Return Service Requested 
2016-17 Board of Trustees 
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Board Members 

Sue Lason 

Nicole Maguire 

Rose Millspaugh 

Torey Compton 

Molly Kraus 

Angel Miller 

Parent Committee Chair 

Reanna Lavine 

Director: Deb Austic  

About TCNS 

Visit us online at 

www.tcns.info 

Mark your calendar — community events 

 

December 2nd, 10 am to 1 pm. — Fun with Santa.  Face painting, 

crafts, nearly new toy sale, cake wheel and photos with Santa.  

 

March 4th Atlas Bowl — Silent Auction.  Good music, food, friends 

and fun! 

  

 
Toddler Story Time  

1st & 3rd Wednesdays at 10:30 in the chapel nurse-
ry/TCNS Two’s Room.  October to April.  Books, 

songs, age-appropriate art project.   


